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TOWN BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 13, 2014
6:30 PM

Supervisor Jamieson opened the meeting at 6:30 PM followed by a salute to the flag.  Members present: Supervisor Jamieson, Councilman Murray, Councilwoman Ranni * arrived at 6:35 p.m., Councilwoman Smith* arrived at 7:15 p.m., Councilman Valentine

Also present: Scott Bonacic, Al Fusco
EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to enter into Executive Session at 6:30 p.m.  Motion carried 3-0.

*Councilwoman Ranni arrived.

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to end the Executive Session at 7:00 p.m. Motion carried 4-0.

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW ON SPEED REDUCTION

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to set a public hearing on the Introductory Local Law on Speed Reduction for September 10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m.
Motion carried 4-0.

MOUNTCO PRESENTATION

Joel Mounty of Mountco and his team presented to the Board as the County designated developer of the Camp LaGuardia project.  He reintroduced his project that began in 2008 which has been scaled back in size, to contain senior housing, workforce housing, veterans housing and possible medical office use.
The County is to provide sewer and water and the EIS has to be completed first.  A flexible zoning would allow Mountco to switch between residential and commercial applications.  At this time, the total apartment units in the Town of Chester would be 315.  The local communities get preference in the housing.  Mr. Golden addressed the Board with regard to the zone changes needed at the end for Mountco to move forward.   They want input from the Board as to whether to proceed with the project. They would proceed through the SEQRA process based on this presentation through the planning board and come back to the Chester Town Board as lead agency. 

*Councilwoman Smith arrived.

Mr. Matteo addressed the Board with a historical summary.  The original proposal consisted of 900 units. Public scoping meetings in the two Towns identified the issues of concern.  The SEQRA process began and the issues became the basis for the EIS.  Traffic, environmental, school, view corridors, endangered species impacts are considered in this process.  The project did not have the support from the Towns. As a result, the EIS was suspended and over the next few years meetings were held to determine what the Towns would be satisfied with.  A reduction to 615 units and a commercial application was developed.  If they can gain support from the Towns, they would restart the EIS and then bring it back to the Town of Chester Town Board as lead agency.  The site, which is situated north of 17M, looks out towards Goosepond Mountain Park.  He showed the survey map consisting of 250 acres with wetlands and the remaining buildable acreage of approximately 76 acres within the two Towns.  All the buildings are no higher than three stories with amenities like playing fields. The parking count would be lowered with the senior housing as well as the lowered impact on schools.  There would be 3 bedroom units.  Preliminary traffic studies, endangered species, and preliminary wetland studies were started, but were never completed.

Councilman Valentine asked if zone changes would open the floodgates for other developers to request the same.  Attorney Bonacic replied that anyone could come to the Board with a zone change request, and if the land were zoned in a certain way that the developer needs to accomplish the conceptual design, then it would not open the floodgates.

Councilwoman Smith asked if the sewer capacity was more of the issue.   Mr. Mounty replied that the County was sued by Blooming Grove and won because the SEQRA review was rushed and if a thorough review was done, the sewer needs would be met. 

Councilman Valentine asked if the sewer would hook up to Harriman.  Mr. Matteo said the County has guaranteed the sewer capacity and would accomplish that by expanding the district or find another system. The SPEDES permit requires an expansion be planned once 80% is reached.

Supervisor Jamieson thanked the Mountco team and said there would be follow up after the meeting with Blooming Grove.

COMMUNITY CENTER

Supervisor Jamieson presented the two preliminary renditions of the center as drawn.  The property under consideration is located on the ambulance building lot.  Since the land was previously taken out of the parkland, it enables the new building to be constructed there without more approvals needed.

Councilwoman Smith asked if it would be a one story building.  Mr. Fusco answered that it may be a two story building due to the site. An elevator would probably not be needed with a grade level entrance for each floor.  Parking and landscaping can remain in parkland which already has a huge parking lot.

INTRODUCTORY LOCAL LAW DIGITAL SIGNS AND BILLBOARDS

Attorney Bonacic drafted an Introductory Local Law Pertaining to the Regulation of Digital Signs and Billboards for the Board’s review and consideration. The Board may add comments and once it is in the form the Board is comfortable with, the draft would be sent to the Planning Board and County Planning Department ahead of a public hearing.  Mr. Bonacic explained that basically the zoning amendments would add definitions under the code for digital signs and billboards. Chapter 98-21 would be amended to allow existing signs to remain or upgrade to digital formats.  He said the Law adds a subsection for standards of digital signs.  

Councilwoman Smith asked what the size of a lot would have to be for a sign?  Attorney Bonacic replied that it refers to a tax lot, not a minimum requirement of size.

Councilwoman Ranni asked about whether the signs have to be a certain distance between. Attorney Bonacic said there are some restrictions but there may be back to back digital signs but not next or top to bottom.  There are also setback requirements.  Attorney Bonacic added that on Route 17 they billboards would have to be 1,000 feet apart.

Mr. Fusco commented that the sign inventory is in process and should be completed shortly.

Councilwoman Ranni asked if permits would be issued and renewed annually.

SCOTT’S MEADOWS

Supervisor Jamieson updated the Board on the Scott’s Meadow building.  A letter was sent to the owner advising that they had until September 30, 2014 to remedy the situation to the Town’s approval.

McCOY HOUSE

Supervisor Jamieson informed the Board that a demolition permit was issued on the McCoy House on Pine Hill Road and the house was taken down. 

E-RECYCLING

Supervisor Jamieson updated the Board on the e-recycling issue.  National Parks Depot has a sub-company that recycles materials.  They will accept e-recycling at their Elkay Drive location from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.  The Attorney will draft a letter to IWS informing them of proposal to offset cost of e-recycling to Town.

KING TRACT

Supervisor Jamieson noted that he is in receipt of a statement concerning costs of getting a water system up and running in King Tract.  Joe Mlcoch has suggested the drilling of wells as an option to the homeowners.

Attorney Bonacic commented that the foreclosure has been concluded.  The bank can take the property and has indicated they would like the Town to act as the water operator.  A cost analysis should be conducted for improvement costs vs. private wells.  He also indicated there would be no obligation on the part of the Town to take over the water system.

PARKS AND RECREATION

Supervisor Jamieson advised the Board that invoices were submitted for payment with regard to improvements made in Chester Commons and Carpenter Field. As a result, a funds transfer is needed.  A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to transfer $60,299.74 from the Parkland Fund to A7140.4.  Motion carried 5-0.

A discussion ensued as to the securing of the parks going forward.  A law may be enacted to restrict use to Village and Town residents. The use of gates and police patrols was also discussed.


HIGHWAY PURCHASE

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilwoman Smith to allow 
Supervisor Jamieson to sign the final finance and acceptance documents for the purchase of the Ford    F-150 pickup and approve the release of the first payment of $23,000 to Ford Motor Credit.  Motion carried 5-0.

HIGHWAY SALE

The Highway Superintendent asked that the Board consider the sale of Car #1 – 2005 Ford Expedition in the amount of $2,500.00.  Supervisor Jamieson asked Sgt. Vitale to list the car on propertyroom.com through the period ending September 10, 2014, at which time the Board would make a decision on its sale.

EMPLOYEE RESIGNATION

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilwoman Smith to accept the resignation of Mary Sheehan from the Chester Public Library due to personal reasons.  Motion carried 
5-0.

TOUR DE GOSHEN

Supervisor Jamieson read the request from the Town of Goshen with regard to the Tour de Goshen, along with a certificate of insurance.  A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to allow the Tour de Goshen to go through the Town of Chester on 
August 17, 2014. Motion carried 5-0.

ANNOUNCEMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE

Supervisor Jamieson announced that the Chester Fire District received $1,000 from Assemblyman James Skoufis.  Supervisor Jamieson commended Assemblyman Skoufis on the support he has shown to the Town.

Supervisor Jamieson read a letter received from the Sugar Loaf Vision Committee commending the Town Board for reconsidering the placement of the new community center, away from Knapp’s View.

EDUCATION REQUESTS

A motion was made by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilwoman Smith to approve the attendance of Court Clerk, Kathleen Moran at the Annual Court Clerks training from September 28, 2014 to October 1, 2014 at the Hilton Albany at a cost of $716.00 plus $40.00 registration.  Motion carried 
5-0.

A motion was made by Councilman Valentine and seconded by Councilman Murray to approve the attendance of Bill Keller and Tom Keller at the Hudson Valley Water Works Summer Seminar on 
August 21, 2014 at a cost of $30.00. per member.  Motion carried 5-0.


BUDGET MEETINGS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Smith and seconded by Councilman Murray to set the following dates for budget workshop meetings:  Monday, August 25th, Thursday, August 28 and September 4, 2014.  Said meetings to take place at the Town Hall Meeting Room at 7:00 p.m.  Motion carried 5-0.

A motion was made by Councilman Valentine and seconded by Councilman Murray to cancel the scheduled Board meeting of August 27, 2014.  The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Town Board will be September 10, 2014.

BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS

Councilwoman Smith commented that she was pleasantly surprised by the turn out at the SLPAC for the movie nights.  She was impressed with the facilities as well.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ms. Denes asked the Board about reducing the speed on County 13.  

Tracy Shuh commented that the Mountco presentation actually shows a decline in units from 900 to 600+ within the 2 Towns.  She also commented that there would be additional senior housing units with BT Holdings of approximately 200 and Green Meadows adding an additional amount.

Ms. Shuh asked the status of the AT&T cell tower agreement with the Town.  Attorney Bonacic replied that the financial terms were okay and he is in the process of making comments on the lease language.

Ms. Shuh also asked if the Board was planning on recording the meetings for cable channel #21.  Supervisor Jamieson said the library would soon be getting involved in the endeavor.

John Vero announced that the County met with Mountco previously and thought Blooming Grove was not very receptive to their ideas.

Supervisor Jamieson recognized the work of Bellvale Community.  They recently hosted a silent auction event that raised $6,000 to benefit the Salvation Army.

Supervisor Jamieson noted that the first football game of the season would be on September 5th and the first soccer game of the season would be on September 6th.  On August 22, 2014, the Parks and Recreation department hosted their final movie night at the SLPAC.  It was a success.

There being no further business brought before the Board, a motion was made at 8:30 p.m. by Councilman Murray and seconded by Councilman Valentine to adjourn the meeting.  Motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Linda Zappala
[bookmark: _GoBack]Deputy Town Clerk, 2014-08-13
